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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
Order Instituting Rulemaking Regarding Policies, 
Procedures and Rules for the California Solar Initiative, 
the Self‐Generation Incentive Program and Other 
Distributed Generation Issues. 
 

 
RULEMAKING 06‐03‐004 
(Filed March 2, 2006) 
 

 

Comments of the California Center for Sustainable Energy Regarding the 

Opinion Modifying Decision 06‐08‐028 Regarding Independent Performance 

Monitoring and Reporting Requirements 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The California Center for Sustainable Energy (CCSE), formerly known as the San Diego 

Regional Energy Office (SDREO), appreciates the opportunity to offer these comments regarding the 

Opinion Modifying Decision 06‐08‐028 Regarding Independent Performance Monitoring and Reporting 

Requirements (Proposed Decision).  CCSE is pleased to see and fully supports the following aspects of 

the Proposed Decision: 

• The removal of the “independence” requirement for both Performance‐Based Incentive 

(PBI) and Expected Performance Based Buydown (EPBB) Performance Monitoring and 

Reporting Service (PMRS) providers; 

• The clear distinction between the value of the data for PBI and EPBB systems, in that PBI 

system data is used for payment whereas EPBB system data is not; and 

• The allowance of thirty (30) days from the final workshop on Performance Data Provider 

(PDP) Qualifications for the Program Administrators (PAs) to submit an advice filing. 
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CCSE respectfully requests the following modifications to the Proposed Decision: 

• Allowance of time for the convening of at least three workshops within sixty (60) days to 

resolve two final key issues; 

• Revision of statement contained within the second paragraph on page 14 of the Proposed 

Decision to include the requirement that the PMRS provider be listed on the CEC eligible 

PMRS provider list; 

• Reference to each CSI PA’s individually revised and clarified Appendix A document, 

detailing each PA’s Interim PBI Process; and 

• Acknowledgment of authority of the PAs to modify the Interim PBI Process as needed 

until final approval of the long term process. 

II. ALLOWANCE OF TIME FOR THE CONVENING OF AT LEAST THREE WORKSHOPS 

WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS TO RESOLVE TWO FINAL KEY ISSUES 

CCSE recommends that the Proposed Decision be modified to allow time for the convening of 

at least three workshops within sixty (60) days of the date of the final decision to resolve two final key 

issues.  The Metering Subcommittee convened on December 12, 2007, and identified two key issues 

that need to be addressed: (1) the selection of the data transfer format and (2) the definition of the 

PDP data validation rules.  Both of these issues require specialized input from industry 

representatives.  PG&E is presently spearheading the internal development and testing of PDP data 

validation rules, and after conferring with PG&E, it is our understanding that this process may take 

longer than the time allotted in the Proposed Decision.  CCSE supports PG&E’s leadership with this 

task. 

CCSE proposes that the Metering Subcommittee convene one four‐hour technical workshop, 

either on‐site or via teleconference/web‐seminar, to discuss the PDP data validation rules, and 

additionally one four‐hour technical workshop, again either on‐site or via teleconference/web‐

seminar, to discuss the selection of the data transfer format.  These technical workshops would be 

held within thirty (30) days of the date of the final decision, allowing the PAs adequate time to work 
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through these final two contentious items and finalize the PDP Qualifications document for 

discussion with the Metering Subcommittee.  To facilitate this discussion, CCSE proposes that the PAs 

be allowed to incorporate the changes into a revised draft to be reviewed in a final Metering 

Subcommittee workshop to be held approximately sixty (60) days after the date of the final decision. 

III. REVISION OF STATEMENT CONTAINED WITHIN THE SECOND PARAGRAPH ON 

PAGE 14 OF THE PROPOSED DECISION TO INCLUDE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE 

PMRS PROVIDER BE LISTED ON THE CEC ELIGIBLE PMRS PROVIDER LIST 

CCSE proposes that the statement contained within the second paragraph of page 14 of the 

Proposed Decision, be revised to include the requirement that the PMRS provider be listed on the 

CEC eligible PMRS provider list.  The Proposed Decision presently states, “all EPBB systems, existing 

and new, will be allowed to receive PMRS from a provider of their choosing, irrespective of that 

entity’s affiliation with the incentive recipient, solar manufacturers, or solar installers.”1  CCSE 

proposes that this statement be revised to state, “all EPBB systems existing and new, will be allowed 

to receive PMRS from a provider of their choosing, irrespective of the entity’s affiliation with the 

incentive recipient, solar manufacturers, or solar installers, so long as the provider is listed on the CEC 

eligible PMRS provider list.”  The addition of this requirement would ensure consumer protection for 

customers who participate in the CSI program, as well as ensure the accuracy and integrity of the 

solar system performance data for all EPBB systems. 

IV. REFERENCE TO EACH CSI PA’S INDIVIDUALLY REVISED AND CLARIFIED 

APPENDIX A DOCUMENT, DETAILING EACH PA’S INTERIM PBI PROCESS 

CCSE proposes that instead of the Appendix A document presently included with the 

Proposed Decision, the Commission accept and refer to each CSI PA’s individually revised and 

clarified Appendix A document, detailing each PA’s particular interim PBI Process.  The Appendix A 

                                                      

1 Opinion Modifying Decision 06‐08‐028 Regarding Independent Performance Monitoring and Reporting 

Requirements (Proposed Decision); December 19, 2007, page 14. 
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document, which describes the Interim CSI PBI Data Transfer Rules, was developed in response to a 

request by the Energy Division in August 2007.  This document has since been revised and clarified 

by each PA, to best reflect each of our individual capabilities and data transfer requirements.  The 

general requirements for each interim process plan are, for the most part, standardized such that 

installers doing business statewide will notice only minor differences between regions.  We 

respectfully request that the Commission accept and refer to CCSE’s Interim PBI Process, attached as 

Attachment A to these comments. 

V. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF PA AUTHORITY TO MODIFY THE INTERIM PBI PROCESS AS 

NEEDED UNTIL FINAL APPROVAL OF THE LONG TERM PROCESS 

The development of the CSI PBI metering data transfer process has evolved relatively quickly 

as the Metering Subcommittee has delved more deeply into this relatively complex topic.  The CSI 

program is indeed breaking new ground with the PBI data transfer requirements and as such, 

established models quickly become outdated or unclear.  We respectfully request that the PAs 

maintain authority over the continued evolution of the Interim PBI Process.  We feel the best way to 

make sure that these temporary requirements remain relevant and effective is to utilize the Metering 

Subcommittee as an advisory body, as described in the Proposed Decision, for discussing potential 

changes to this process, with the PAs maintaining the authority to implement them fluidly into the 

working document.  Pending final approval of the long term process, managing this Interim PBI 

Process as a working document will allow the PAs the flexibility to make adjustments as needed to 

improve upon the current model. 
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VI. CONCLUSION 

CCSE very much appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments in response to the 

Proposed Decision.  CCSE looks forward to our continued role in the development and successful 

implementation of the CSI. 

 
 
 
 
Andrew McAllister 
Director of Programs 
California Center for Sustainable Energy 
8690 Balboa Ave., Suite 100 
San Diego, CA  92123 
Tel: (858) 244‐7282 
Fax: (858) 244‐1178 
andrew.mcallister@energycenter.org 
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Attachment A 
 
 

CCSE Interim PBI Process 
January 4, 2007 

 
 
PDP Approval Process 
 
CCSE will accept data from any CEC qualified PMRS provider as a PDP until the longer term PBI 

Payment Process and Performance Data Provider (PDP) Requirements are established.  When a 
program participant submits their PMRS contract at the Incentive Claim stage, we will work with the 
participant to obtain the proper contact information (name, email, telephone number, etc.) for that 
PMRS provider.  Once the longer term PBI Payment Process requirements are in place, CCSE will 
only accept data from qualified PDPs who submit the application package identified in the Instructions 
for Qualifying as a Performance Data Provider (PDP) for the California Solar Initiative Program (PDP 
Instructions) currently being vetted through the Metering Sub-Committee.   

 
Meter Verification Process 
 
As per the language in the Handbook pertaining to the installation contract, the performance meter 

is to be called out in the contract and if it is not, CCSE directs the participant to identify the 
performance meter they intend to install.  CCSE would then confirm that meter is listed on the CEC 
Eligible Meter List AND that it meets the Appendix B requirements.  In addition, the meter 
information (make, model & serial number) are also to be identified by the Applicant to CCSE before 
final approval of the Incentive Claim.   

 
Field Inspection Process 
 
CCSE intends to inspect the majority of the PBI systems but over time we expect to reduce the 

percentage of random inspections once the process and expectations of the requirements are more 
widely known to installers and data providers.  Our field inspectors record the meter information from 
the equipment installed at the site so that we can match it against what was reported with the Incentive 
Claim documentation.   

 
PDP Notification Process 
 
Once the Incentive Claim review has been completed and the project is approved for payment 

(including inspections) we send out a Final Approval Letter to each of the persons listed on the 
application and to the PDP.  The Final Approval Letter specifies the date on which the PDP must begin 
recording performance data (on the 1st or 16th of the month following the date the Final Approval 
Letter is issued) and lets them know that the data is due no later than the 5th or 20th of the following 
month, depending on the start date.  CCSE will forward an electronic copy of the PBI Data Report 
spreadsheet to the PDP with the Project information pre-filled. 
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Monthly PBI Data Report Transmission 
 
The PDP is responsible for providing monthly system performance data to CCSE via our approved 

Excel PBI Data Report spreadsheet via email per the PA established payment cycle.  CCSE has set up 
two distinct email address for the separate Payment Cycles:   

• pbi1@energycenter.org for Cycle 1  
o 12:00AM on the 1st of the month through the 12:00AM on the 1st of the following 

month 
• pbi2@energycenter.org for Cycle 2  

o 12:00AM on the 16th of the month through the 12:00AM on the16th of the following 
month 

CCSE has specific personnel managing each Payment Cycle and any issues with a specific project 
or payment can be addressed by the CCSE PBI Payment Team.  Should a PDP be unable to transmit a 
data report due to communication issues, we will pay out during the following cycle (double pay) 
contingent upon receipt of the missing data. 

 
The PDP is responsible for immediately notifying CCSE of any issues they are/will have with 

transmitting the PBI Data Report.  CCSE will only pay incentives on actual performance data. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of these comments regarding the Opinion 

Modifying Decision 06‐08‐028 Regarding Independent Performance Monitoring and Reporting Requirements 

on all known parties of record in this proceeding by delivering a copy via email to the current service 

list. 

Executed on January 8, 2008, in San Diego, CA. 

 

 

Andrew McAllister 
Director of Programs 
California Center for Sustainable Energy 
8690 Balboa Ave., Suite 100 
San Diego, CA  92123 
Tel: (858) 244‐7282 
Fax: (858) 244‐1178 
andrew.mcallister@energycenter.org 
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Service List (as of 1/08/08) 
david.kopans@fatspaniel.com 
jeff@grosolar.com 
tim@drakerlabs.com 
john.schuster@utcpower.com 
kmccrea@sablaw.com 
info@solarpathfinder.com 
manjusuri@yahoo.com 
lglover@solidsolar.com 
spatrick@sempra.com 
hchoy@isd.co.la.ca.us 
npedersen@hanmor.com 
bob@energydynamix.net 
mmazur@3phasesRenewables.com 
susan.munves@smgov.net 
mluevano@globalgreen.org 
ph@phatmedia.com 
steve@energyinnovations.com 
djamison@capstoneturbine.com 
douglass@energyattorney.com 
akbar.jazayeri@sce.com 
amber.dean@sce.com 
Case.Admin@sce.com 
mike.montoya@sce.com 
olivia.samad@sce.com 
rkmoore@gswater.com 
brad@bradburkearchitect.com 
dfield@openenergycorp.com 
michaely@sepcor.net 
Dan@EnergySmartHomes.net 
troberts@sempra.com 
andrew.mcallister@energycenter.org 
irene.stillings@energycenter.org 
lschavrien@semprautilities.com 
kirk@NoElectricBill.com 
gbeck@etfinancial.com 
rod.larson@sbcglobal.net 
dhardy@cabrilloedc.org 
legislative@recsolar.com 
shallin@recsolar.com 
pepper@cleanpowermarkets.com 
mdjoseph@adamsbroadwell.com 
nsuetake@turn.org 
dil@cpuc.ca.gov 
stephen.morrison@sfgov.org 
theresa.mueller@sfgov.org 
emackie@gridalternative.org 
matt.golden@sustainablespaces.com 
ek@a-klaw.com 
sls@a-klaw.com 
ebrussell@suntechamerica.com 
jwmctarnaghan@duanemorris.com 
placourciere@thelen.com 
arno@recurrentenergy.com 
bcragg@goodinmacbride.com 

enriqueg@lif.org 
jsqueri@goodinmacbride.com 
jwiedman@goodinmacbride.com 
mday@goodinmacbride.com 
tmacbride@goodinmacbride.com 
jkarp@winston.com 
sarahtuntland@yahoo.com 
rjl9@pge.com 
sww9@pge.com 
ssmyers@att.net 
l_brown246@hotmail.com 
cp@kacosolar.com 
bkc7@pge.com 
grant.kolling@cityofpaloalto.org 
lex@consumercal.org 
anewman@solarcity.com 
gopal@recolteenergy.com 
info@calseia.org 
jharris@volkerlaw.com 
lmerry@norcalsolar.org 
elarsen@rcmdigesters.com 
gmorris@emf.net 
robertg@greenlining.org 
thaliag@greenlining.org 
pucservice@dralegal.org 
janice@strategenconsulting.com 
jpross@sungevity.com 
gary@sunlightandpower.com 
tomb@crossborderenergy.com 
stephen@seiinc.org 
tdr-hmw@sbcglobal.net 
sebesq@comcast.net 
ronnie@energyrecommerce.com 
rbelur@enphaseenergy.com 
michaelboyd@sbcglobal.net 
julie.blunden@sunpowercorp.com 
rob@consol.ws 
johnrredding@earthlink.net 
michaelkyes@sbcglobal.net 
vschwent@sbcglobal.net 
cmkehrein@ems-ca.com 
jjensen@kirkwood.com 
meganmmyers@yahoo.com 
glw@eslawfirm.com 
janmcfar@sonic.net 
jluckhardt@downeybrand.com 
j.marston@suntechnics.com 
ksoares@usc.edu 
www@eslawfirm.com 
www@eslawfirm.com 
cte@eslawfirm.com 
lmh@eslawfirm.com 
kmills@cfbf.com 
atrowbridge@daycartermurphy.com 
ksheldon@sma-america.com 
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notice@psrec.coop 
markgsp@sbcglobal.net 
bills@clearEdgepower.com 
ryan.flynn@pacificorp.com 
rogerlaubacher@pvpowered.com 
pbrehm@infiniacorp.com 
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michelle.breyer@gs.com 
obrienc@sharpsec.com 
rdennis@knowledgeinenergy.com 
cswoollums@midamerican.com 
jimross@r-c-s-inc.com 
tcarlson@reliant.com 
ghinners@reliant.com 
bbaker@summitblue.com 
dprall@solarpowerinc.net 
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kjsimonsen@ems-ca.com 
eshafner@solel.com 
kennyk@solel.com 
emello@sppc.com 
tdillard@sierrapacific.com 
robert.pettinato@ladwp.com 
cfaber@semprautilities.com 
Marshall.Taylor@dlapiper.com 
joel.davidson@sbcglobal.net 
akawnov@yahoo.com 
david@nemtzow.com 
tbardacke@globalgreen.org 
ron@relenergy.com 
sendo@ci.pasadena.ca.us 
slins@ci.glendale.ca.us 
THAMILTON5@CHARTER.NET 
Jose.atilio@gmail.com 
David.Townley@townleytech.com 
bjeider@ci.burbank.ca.us 
mponceatty@aol.com 
mkay@aqmd.gov 
annette.gilliam@sce.com 
james.lehrer@sce.com 
paul.kubasek@sce.com 
Robert.F.LeMoine@sce.com 
jyamagata@semprautilities.com 
rishii@aesc-inc.com 
yonah@powerbreathing.com 
lwrazen@sempraglobal.com 
liddell@energyattorney.com 
mshames@ucan.org 
jim@dshsolar.com 
rob@teamryno.com 
usdepic@gmail.com 
scottanders@sandiego.edu 
cmanson@semprautilities.com 
cmanzuk@semprautilities.com 
jennifer.porter@energycenter.org 
john.supp@energycenter.org 

jon.bonk-vasko@energycenter.org 
sephra.ninow@energycenter.org 
bautistafaith@yahoo.com 
bob.ramirez@itron.com 
ofoote@hkcf-law.com 
ekgrubaugh@iid.com 
vincent@vincentbattaglia.com 
traceydrabant@bves.com 
gwiltsee@dricompanies.com 
TFlanigan@EcoMotion.us 
LowryD@sharpsec.com 
johnperlin@physics.ucsb.edu 
jlanderos@proteusinc.org 
lfultz@sbcglobal.net 
mjwms@calwes.com 
mstout@unlimited-energy.com 
cbressanitanko@rsgrp.com 
marigruner@yahoo.com 
zingher@ieee.org 
mark.mah@glunetworks.com 
jrichman@bloomenergy.com 
diane_fellman@fpl.com 
felazzouzi@gridalternatives.org 
fsmith@sfwater.org 
mhyams@sfwater.org 
zfranklin@gridalternatives.org 
filings@a-klaw.com 
sdhilton@stoel.com 
david.felix@mmarenew.com 
abonds@thelen.com 
scott.son@newresourcebank.com 
kfox@wsgr.com 
lauren.purnell@pge-corp.com 
LATc@pge.com 
matt.scullin@newresourcebank.com 
S2B9@pge.com 
CEM@newsdata.com 
joshdavidson@dwt.com 
sara@solaralliance.org 
jhamrin@resource-solutions.org 
CLHs@pge.com 
jwwd@pge.com 
paul@tiogaenergy.com 
ben@solarcity.com 
jpigott@optisolar.com 
cpucsolar@rahus.org 
tomhoff@clean-power.com 
andy.vanhorn@vhcenergy.com 
sewayland@comcast.net 
sbeserra@sbcglobal.net 
josephhenri@hotmail.com 
pthompson@summitblue.com 
dietrichlaw2@earthlink.net 
ted@energy-solution.com 
nehemiah.stone@kema.com 
nellie.tong@us.kema.com 
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karin.corfee@kema.com 
phillip_mcleod@lecg.com 
jody_london_consulting@earthlink.net 
ciee@ucop.edu 
mrw@mrwassoc.com 
ken.krich@ucop.edu 
rschmidt@bartlewells.com 
adamb@greenlining.org 
bobakr@greenlining.org 
cchen@ucsusa.org 
jesser@greenlining.org 
stephaniec@greenlining.org 
ksmith@powerlight.com 
kate@sunlightandpower.com 
Sarah@sunlightandpower.com 
elvine@lbl.gov 
GLBarbose@LBL.gov 
mwbeck@lbl.gov 
MABolinger@lbl.gov 
NJPadgett@lbl.gov 
rhwiser@lbl.gov 
knotsund@berkeley.edu 
Dan.Thompson@SPGsolar.com 
eric.carlson@spgsolar.com 
iris.chan@spgsolar.com 
joelene.monestier@spgsolar.com 
darmanino@co.marin.ca.us 
juliettea7@aol.com 
dowen@ma.org 
rb@greenrockcapital.com 
jcluboff@lmi.net 
bstewart@solarcraft.com 
Elizabeth.Ferris@spgsolar.com 
barbara@earthskysolar.com 
sberlin@mccarthylaw.com 
njfolly@tid.org 
nick@npcsolar.com 
rob@dcpower-systems.com 
janh@pacpower.biz 
rmccann@umich.edu 
demorse@omsoft.com 
saeed.farrokhpay@ferc.gov 
kdusel@navigantconsulting.com 
cpucrulings@navigantconsulting.com 
gpickering@navigantconsulting.com 
lpark@navigantconsulting.com 
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